Mrs. Minto 
Honors Biology
___________________________________________________________________
Phone: 
251-221-3000 
Email:
cminto@mcpss.com
Modern Biology is designed to promote success through practice and application.  This course is correlated to the Biology Core Component of the Alabama Course of Study for Science and provides the best possible direction for mastery and achievement.  Our ultimate goal is to not just do well on the Alabama High School Graduation Exam but to learn.  We all must provide effort – we as teachers, you as students and your parents. 

Important Academy School Rules:
1) NO eating or drinking in class: this is a laboratory environment, please treat it as such
2) Uniform Policy Strictly Enforced

3) No profanity
Classroom Rules:
1) Be Respectful
2) Be Responsible
3) Be Resourceful
Progression of Consequences:

1) Verbal warning 

2) Written letter of warning given to student, copy to administrator

3) Letter to parent to be signed and returned, copy to administrator

4) Parent Contact

5) Administrative referral (retract or other) 
Grading:
Grading will be based on the 60/40 ratio as mandated by Mobile County Public Schools.   60% of your grade will be teacher-made tests. These tests will be announced at least one week ahead.  These tests will cover the material discussed in class, reviews, reading assignments, labs, and homework assignments. The remainder of the grade, 40%, will include class work, quizzes, collected homework, and laboratory. I previously broke the 40% down as 20% classwork/homework, 10% weekly science articles, and 10% labs. They are all grouped in 40% in compliance with the science department at Baker High School.

The Freshman Academy Remediation and Retest Policy:

· Anyone who makes between 0-59 % on a test MUST remediate and retest. Tests will not be offered if remediation has not been documented.
·  STUDENTS WHO COME FOR REMEDIATION MUST HAVE MADE AN EFFORT IN CLASS.  I reserve the right to refuse a student remediation who has not taken notes, slept, or caused a disturbance in the class. 

· The student’s recorded grade will be no greater than 60% after retake.
· Remediation and tests must be completed within one week of the original test. NO RETAKES WILL TAKE PLACE AFTERWARDS.
Homework Assignments: 
Homework is assigned to reinforce a concept and enhance student application. Homework is due when stated. 5 points will be deducted for each day the homework is not turned in. NO EXCEPTIONS!

Make-up Assignments:

Make-ups are the student’s responsibility.  The student has three days to complete and turn in work.  For example, if “Jeff” is absent on Monday, he has Tuesday and Wednesday to complete the make-up to turn in Thursday.  Remember student initiated communication is key!

Communication:
The course Calendar / Schedule: Can be viewed on the Mobile County Public School Website

· www.mcpss.com
· Select school

· Select Baker High school website

· Under “Staff” pull down and click on desired teacher.

Conferences:

Time for conferences will be available, so we can communicate as often as is necessary.  One good way to communicate is by e-mail, see pg. 1.  Please feel free to contact me at any time.  

Attendance:
Attendance is extremely important.  A student is only allowed four parent excuses within a semester.  When a student is absent, the excuse must be presented within three (3) days or the absence will be marked as “unexcused”.  Chronic illnesses: please make sure the note reflects that the absence was in fact due to illness.
REMIND101:

This is will be used to remind students and parents of pertinent dates in this course. You are advised to sign up as quickly as possible. 
Progression for Tardiness:
· 1st tardy: tardy sheet signed
· 2nd tardy: letter sent home for parent to sign

· 3rd tardy: Parent called 

· 4th tardy: 1st Administrator referral: Parent called or sent a letter

· 5th tardy: 2nd Administrator referral: Student assigned retract for 1 day
· 6th tardy: 3rd Administrator referral: Student assigned retract for 2 days
· 7th tardy: 4th Administrator referral: Student suspended from school
SCIENCE NOTEBOOK INSTRUCTIONS

MRS. MINTO
Keeping your notebook organized is required.   An organized notebook allows you to locate materials easily for class activities, reviewing, and studying for quizzes and tests. 

****You need a 3 ring binder/notebook.  You will need four dividers.  No folders or composition books are used in science.

ORGANIZATION OF THE SCIENCE SECTION OF YOUR NOTEBOOK
Label a divider for each section in this order.
These are the four dividers you will need.

Science - General Information 

Behind this divider, you will put this sheet, your syllabus, lab report format, lab contract, and any other general information you receive this year.

BELLRINGERS  
 This is where you will answer your daily warm up questions.  Put the date and answer the questions in complete sentences.  For the next day’s warm up, skip a line and put the date and answer the questions in complete sentences.  You will fill up a sheet of paper front and back with warm ups.   You are not allowed to do warm ups in journals, composition books, or folders.  This is a weekly class work grade.
Notes             

Behind this divider, you will keep all notes, concept maps, drawings, graphs, and charts given as

handouts or that you constructed.  Keep worksheets in this section, also.    Extra sheets of clean

notebook paper are to be kept in this section.  You can also keep graded papers in this section.

Labs

Behind this divider you will keep all lab materials (i.e. prelab questions, written and graded labs).

****At the end of each quarter, you can clean out your warm up and note sections.  

1.  Pencils and /or blue or black pens may be used in completing assignment/notes.  

2.  Remember that you don’t use composition books, folders, or journals in this class.  You will work from your science notebook/3 ring binder. 

